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CHAPTER-I
INTRODUCTION

Brief History of Indian Writing in English

The seed of Indian Writing in English wias sown during the period of the Bratish rule
India. Now the seed has flourished into an ever green tree, odorous flowers and npened fruts. I'he
fruits are being tasted not only by the native people, but they are also being enjoyed by the people
outside India. It happened only after the constant caring, pruning, watering and nourighing
Gardeners like Tagore, R K Narayan, Raja Reo, MK Anand, Salman Rushdie, Toru Dutt, Saropim
Maidu, Kiran Desai — o name only a few, looked after the tender plant day and night. In modern
time, it is guarded and nurtured by a number of writers due to that vision and maturity are getting
awards and aceolades all over the world, Indian English Novel of the first generation reflects the
rising nationalism and has grown with the nation’s mdependence. The novels show concern with
national and social problems. The novels of the 1960s have a private tene focusing on an
ndividusl’s Tife and are introspective. Novels from 1980 onwards created a watershed thi

history of Indian English novels as they brought in a significant change 10 the worldview,

expression and the form.

The early novelists of 1930-40"s Mulk Raj Anand, R.K, Narayan and Raja Rao can be
compared to the Four Wheels of 18th century English novelists with themes and skills, These three
carly masters laid the foundation of the modem English novel in India by adapting English
Language to the Indian needs by asserting an Indian [dentity. This assertion of identity cven by
adopting English language was “Declaration of Independence from Enghsh  Lierature
(R.Parthasarthy, 137}, It was a creative appropriation of English Language. At the same time 1

rejected the world of the cxisting British English Literature as well

Anand with The Coofie; The Untouchable and Two Leaves angd A Bud reveals the heroe

suffering, the conflict between national and local sensibility, and the human concerns for the
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downtrodden under the guise of Moonu, Bakha and Gangu respectively. Anand’s novels express
nationalism, social concerns and Gandhian socialism. His novels are recognized as an mnstrument
to see the contemporary history of India. His experiments with social realism and the exubcrance
of North Indian dialects, laid the founsdation for linguistic and cultural representations in future
novels.

From South India, Raja Rao recaptures the magnificent mythical imagination of Indsan
antiquity successfully in the three novels — Kanthapura, The Serpent and the Rope and The Car
and Shakespeare and most of shont stories he has written. The classic foreword 1o Kauthaeniea has
been recognized o8 o manifesto for the path Raja Reo had opted and preached for Indian Writing
in English. Raja Rao resolved the dichotomy of forcign (English) language and methods of Indian
story telling tradition through & systematic Indianization of English and a spirit and tempo of Indian
life. He deviated from the traditional structure of European novel and shaped it on the lines of the
epic tradition of Indie. He complemented Anand’s effort of introducing North Indix 1o Indian
English Novels by bringing in an unusual blend of South Indian — French cultural outlook and
realities.

R.K. Marayan is realistic Action writer who depets the comie mode 48 cquivalent 10 the
tragic in his evocation of mediocrity in metaphorical way with The Cruide, Financial Expert. Tize
Weaitimg Few Muhatme and other series of novels in an imagmary “Malgudian touch, He focused
on the anxieties, disappointments and struggles of a generation who stood on the threshold of
independence, the point where the institutions established during British Raj were still dominating
and negotiating their way into independent India. The great trio of Mulk Raj Anand, Raja Rao and
R.K. Naravan had been penning down fiction in English before and after independence. However,
writing fiction in English was not explored much by larger groups of authors in India during this
period, In fact, for almost two decades after independence the exercise of writing a novel in Enghish
was considered against the norms of loyvalty for the nation. It took maore than ten yvears for a noved
in English to receive Sahitva Akadenn award. RK. Marayan's Cnude heralded the era of
acceptance of English novels by Indian authors as an indigenous genre by winning the Sahitva
Akademi gward in 1960, Indian English novel also developed with the general economue growth
and prosperity after temporary setbacks of war and loss of great leaders. The sustmned stracture

of thie novel form too added to the arduous rature of representing Indian life in English, Moreover
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the novel being essentially 2 Western form imposed certain limits and also subsequently modified

the Indian experience.

In spite of diversity in themes and techniques. the novelists during 1950s and 19603 have
some commaon festures like the presentation of personal narratives against the background of
modern Tndian, honesty, the conflict of values between the family and the individual and the
awareness ol social change. One can see the senstility in difTeremt degrees i the wntings ol
Sudhidranath Ghose's four novels Amd Crazalles Leaping, The Cradle of the Clowds, The Vermilion
Boat and Flame of the Forest, G, V., Desant’ s Al About H Hatter and Ananthanarayan’s The Sifver
Pilgrimage which reminds us of Don Quixore of Cervantes in the struggle for self- identity. Indian
writers in English in this period were concerned about character development, psvehological depth
and an effort to negotiate the sense of alienation in the modern world, albeit, the nature of hoth

‘alienation’ and *modemity’ were not the same for India as it was for the west.

The emergence of women novelists was a significant development of these decindes
Women writers like Kamala Markandava with Nectar fn A Sieve, Some faner Ewrryv, A Silenco of
Desire and A Handful of Rice; Santh Rama Rao in Remember The House , while Anita Desai with
Cry The Peaeock and The Faoicer In The City have a fine eve for the urban and city life. Other
women writers like Ruth Prawar Jabhwala and Nayanters Sahgal came upon the stage and shared
the platform enjoved by the well-known Indian English writers. These women writers of the first
pencration engaged themselves with the issues of women in conventional marriage systems,
human relationships, and contemporary social and political developments lrom a woman®™s point
of view olong with the psvchological influences of contemporary world. Dr, Bahhan
Bhattacharaya and Khushwant Singh, in very different ways pive us valuable msight into the

pathos of economic impoverishment, mal-distnbution of wealth and human degradation caused by

political upheavals. The novels of these vears exhibited a command over the form but lacked

innovations.

Nevertheless several major Indian English novels were published during the 19605 The
conspicuous fitles produced dunng this span of twenty years include- The Serpent ana The Rope

Tiee Ll aangd ."S'h.:?k.s'_tln.:'.;grr_'_ The Gridde, Fhe Man Eafere r.lu"'.-'l-'l'r.ﬂ.r_l;.'.'nr.'. Sundight o A Sroken Column
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A Bend in The Ganges | Storm tn Chandigarh, A Handfil of Rice, Nectar in A Sieve, Bve Bve
Black Bird . Cry, The Peacock, There was no huge spurt of creativity or production during 19705
Economic decline, War and Emergency disturbed the nition durmng this time. The effect of the
same was reflected through a very thin stream of creativity. This period remaing as 4 memory line

where the writers of the next generation would visit and revisit,

The next watershed in Indian Writing in English came with the publication of Salman
Rushdie’s Midnight s Children which went on to win the Booker McConnell Prize in 1981, The
publication of Midnight 's Children in 1981 is considered to be a harbinger of renaissance in Indian
Wniting in English. Certain elements of postmodemnism , experiments with language and grammar,
tocus on history, liveliness of languape. innovations through magic reabism and allegory
references to contemporary Hindi cinema all made a smooth eniry 1o the world of Indian English
novel with Rushdie’s highly influential novel. The language. stvle, theme and narrative technique
employed by Rushdie is entirely original and highly innovative. He initiated a trend which cared
very less ahout the continental method of writing novels. Ineredible imagination, amazing comic

sense and absolute word — play are the hallmarks of Rushdie’s works.

After 1980, the novel flourished incredibly in themes, use of language, stvle and technigue,
Writers like Rohinton Mistry, Amitav Ghosh, Shashi Tharoor. Arundhat Rov, Kiran Desay Vikeam
seth have set their premise of writings around vanous socio-political end cultursl issues that
emerged in post independent India and rapidly changing Indian life ; the socio-politcal | cultural
issues of a young mullicultural democratic nation and their impoc! on ¢ommunitics and an
incividual’s life. ARer Rushdie, the novel had been successfully worked out by the writers like
Amitav Gosh with his novels like The Cirele of Reason, The Shadow Lines and The Gless Palace
Shashi Tharoor captured the political scenario in Fhe Great Indian Novel while Rohinton Mistry
focused on the scams in banks when banks in India underwent transformation and were getting

nationalized and the impact of the same on Parsi community, In 1990, Rohintan Mistry's Such a

Long Journey was short listed for theBooker Prize. On the other hand Vikram Seth’s 4 Suitahic

Beay accompanied by néver before seen marketing drive in India in 1994, The New York Times
(16 December 1991) hos called these new Indian woters "Boshdie s chaldren”. Those wrters

incorporate vibrant, pungent and colourful styvle of writing, Their ude of Indin words seemed
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be tingled with English language. The most noleworthy thing in their sriting was the portrayval o

India through the language which was a sccond language for them. Moreover India being o vast
and diverse cultural country creples some additional problems like problems of expression.
Nevertheless, Indian writers in English find the way out and showed an emerging India n their
literary works. The common theme of Indianness binds them together. Along with this common
theme their urban sensibility and ability to adopt the English language put them to the international
credit. This generation of authors after 1980 were relieved off the burden of the consciousness of
bath English language and novel as a form as something that belonged to the west. These novelists
use English language deftly, covenng a larger canvass of emotional, polittcal, cultural,
geographical and historical issues. There is an awareness ol national and international
developments reflected in themes woven sround the disploced, margimalized modem man and
uninhibited modifications in the genre, There is guste of creativity. vigor. hope and conlidence
surfacing through rich, mischievous language, light — sometimes funny, comic and humorous

approach that reigns their writing.

In this way Indian writing in English has certainly expanded its scope throughout the world.
The writers of Indian ongin manifest India In their works with a great zeal, Their writings were
often less-self conscious and more light hearted and most probably concerming  with
unpressionistic memones of place and people ol the nation. Thus, they creasted a sign of Hong
distant Nationalism. In such a context of Realism on the background of urbanized settmg, the
arrival of Chetan Bhagat with his debut novel Five Point Someone i 2004 proved to be a
revolutionary wave in the Indian Writing in English. A compleie stranper to the literary
establishment, Bhagat was an mvestment banker in Hong Kong. The novel, pioneering in devising
a new genre of Indian Writing in English, was autobiographical in nature and portrayed the lives
of three students at [IT who found it difficult to cope with the traditional education system, with
scintillating humour and profound understanding. The Action became a phenomenal success in the
literary world with ite sale of more than two hundred thousand copies. [t dromatically changed the
landscape of Indig’s domestic publishing scenario by expanding the readership Of English novels

beyond the miniscule, metropolitan. highbrow elite and reached ot e the upassurmng. urbean

middle class India and, more mmportantly, 1o the youth of the naton
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The novel Five Poine Someone was rejected by many publishers before it was accepled hy
Rupa Publication. It threw gauntlet to the elitist view of literature which resonated only within the
charmed circle of literary establishment that was dominated by hair-splitting critics and concetted
academics. Indian English fictions before Bhagat were wealthy. We have Naipauls, Seths,
Kushwant Singhs and Arundhati Roys. But Chetan Bhagat has actualized somethmg all these
established authors were not able to. The common [ndian has never been a realous reader. The
only digestible reading matenial they had were news tabloids and film magazines. Earlier Indion
authors were considered too sophisticated 1o be understood by the common man. Earlier Indian
English novels are heavy and hird on eyes and brasn and usually deal with overly serious subjects,
Only elite readers, scholars and scademicians had the privilege 10 read novels, But Bhagal with
Five Point Somepne, single handedly brought forth a revolutionary change i the entire seenaria,
Now there comes a refreshing type of novel: comparatively short, written in easy-to-read language,
about everyday life and problems of today’s voung peaple. And it has all the cool and masala stuff
thrown in good measures- coffee shops, malls, misery, aleohol, sex, poverty and so on. Bhagat got
today’s mall-going, bear drinking, so called traditional- Indian-value-bresking voung Indians to

buy paperback novels {often pirated ones) and read them.

The amazing sale of Bhagat's novel dazed the publishing industry, Bhagat's e P
Semegne 15 8 turning point of Indian English Fiction and marks the emergence of a new brand of
Indian Fiction in English. Some critics, however, initially brushed off Bhagat's success a= a fluke
but his lasting popularity with his consequent novels like One Nighe ar the Call Center, Three
Mistakes of My Life, Two Stares and Revolution 2020 proved them wrong. All the books have
remainad bestsellers since their release and four of them have inspired Bellywood films like Helia,
3 Idiots, Kai Pe Che! and 2 States. Bhagat is now considered to be a vouth {con and has been

labeled as the “Voice of New Generation” for the voung. emerging urban middic cliss Indians.

Life and Works of Chetan Bhagat

Chetan Bhagat —a novehist, columnist, senpl wriler and motrvational speaker —was bom on
Zind April, 1974 in New Delhi. Bhagat comes from a middle class Punjubi family. His father was

in army and his mother was a government emplovee. Bhagat grew up in Delbi. Bhagat has studied
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in an Army Public School, New Delhi from 1978 to 1991, His middle-class economic status led
him to think of a studving Engineering which can guarantee a decent job with handsome salary.
Bhagat liked science subjects and prepared for engineering entrance lest. He cracked the 11T

entrance test with decent rank and joined Mechanical Engineering at [T, Delhi in 1991, However.
his-intenest wis not machine but lives of people. His interest in people led him to join HM-A 10 do
an MBA. He did far better in MBA than what he did in Engineering and nearly ended up at being
topin the class. Tt was at [IM-A that he atet and fell in Jove with s future wile Anusha Survanary

He converted his love life into marmage. This experience of converting their love hife inlo marrtage
later provided Bhagat with the plot of his novel 2 States: The Story of My Mamage just as his
experience of student life at [IT provided him with the content of his debut novel Five Point
Someone. After completing his course at [TM-A, he joined a Hong Kong-based investment bank
called Peregrine and left India for the first time. However, the bank collapsed in the Asian cnisis
of 1997, After spendmyg few jobless months in expensive Hong Kong; he ended up mn Goldman
Sachs, one of the leading investment banks of the world, His job in mvestment banking gave him
achance to see how money flows around the world. His stay in Honk Kong made him realize that
India is the least concerned country for the investors in the world. He leaimt to his disappommment
how the East Asian countries were transforming themselves through foreign direct investmens bt
how the Indian government, which also hankered afler foreign capital, ignored the hasic
expectations that came with it. He felt guilty for the poor condition of Irdia in spite of our claims

for our greatness. He vearned to do something for his country and make it a better place,

Bhagat's first novel Five Point Someone was eritictzed m [erary circles for its lack of
literanness and its pedesirian English. But the novel became so much popular ameng the vouth
that now it 15 considered 1o be the highest selling English novel in [ndia. The novel is set in [17
(Inidian Institute of Techaology) and o recounts the adventures of three mechuncal engincenng
studenis who find it difficuli to cope with the trndittonal education $yvstem thar does not encournge
original thinking. It compels these underperformung students to take on the draconian svsiem
through unfair means. The novel focuses on the negative aspecis of Indian education system with
its excessive emphasis on grades. marks, scores and placement and not on innovation and

originality, The novel reveals how this system crushes students” creativity. At the same time, the

novel illustrates through the story of three friends —Han Kumar, Rayn Oberon and Adok Gupta -
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how brilliant students can waste their golden opportunities in college life if they do not think
straight, This semi-autobiographical fiction was trailblazing a new genre of Indian English Writing
andl it admirably depicts the campus life of students who are caught in the conventional academic
teap with brilliant humour and sarcasm. The novel won Indo-American Society Young Achiever's
Award (2004) and The Publisher's Recognition Award (2005) and it dramatically changed indus
domestic publishing scene. The huge commercial Msuccess of the book mspred Bollywood
director Rajkumar Hirani to make a film on it. The film named 3 Idiots, starring Amir Khan and
Kareena Kapoor became a sensational hit although it invelved the author mto controversy with the

filmmaker over issue of the story’s credit,

The very next year came One Night at the Call Center (2005}, This second novel, which
depicts the aspirations and plight of Indian call center agents with sympathy amd understanding,
made Bhagat one of the largest selling Indian writers in English. The novel revalves around six
people, three men and three female to be precise, working in the same group i o call center
Though distinctly different in all aspects there was something which bound these folks together
their messed up lives. The story is about thwaried ambitions, lost love, absence of famuly affection.
pressures at home and the work environment at & call centre. All their problems are resalved when
God gives a call and advises them to improve their lives. However, its movie adaptation, Hello

(2008) that parodied call centers was unable to make huge impact om the Indian audience

With his third novel Three Mistakes of My Life (2008), Bhagat shifted his focus on thelives
of semi-urban vouth from that of metropolitan vouth. He has tned to reproduce the ceality ol the
area where entreprencurship, religion and cncket have always coexisted and plaved important role
in people’s lives. Set in modern India, i1 is a story about & young man. Govind Patel. his two besl
friends and how he made the three biggest mistakes of s life. In late-2000, a young boy In
Abhmedabad called Govind dreamt of having a business. To accommodate his fnends [sh and
Omi's passion, they open a cricket shop. Govind wanis to make money and thinks big. Ish 15 all
about nurturing Ali, the batsman with a rare gift. Omi knows his limited capabilities and just wants
to be with his friends. However, nothing comes easv in a turbulent ¢ity, Set in the backdrop of

Ciujaral earthguake, Goghra massacre and the consequent communal riets in Guiarat. 11 18a stomy
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of three friends and the way they face difficulties 10 realize their goals, They will have to face il

all - religious politics, earthquakes, riots, unacceptable love and above all, their own mistakes
After the three novels became bestsellers and ensured him a huge readership. Bhaga
decided to quit his lucrative job as an executive director in Goldman Sachs, a magor miernational
investment bank, and devoted to writing as a full time vocation. [n 2009, at the age of thirty-four,
he retired and came home to Mumbai. He now lives there with his wife Anusha and his twin sons,

Shyam and Ishaan and devotes his time to writing to make change happen in the country,

His next novel, 2 Stawes: The Story of My Mamage (2009), 1 a love storv of a Punyahi boy,
Krish and Tamilian girl, Ananya and their ¢fforts to convert their love hife into marriage with the
eonsent of their parents. The story, told in a humourous way, 15 about the predicaments of lovers
to persuade their traditional parents who do not agree with thesr marriage beyond thetr clan. It is a
larpely autcbiographical fiction that narrates the story of Bhagat's mamage with Anusha
Suryanarayvan and socio-cultural barriers they faced in convincing their parents for their matriage.
The stunning success of the novel inspired a movie with the same title directed by Abhishek
Varman, with Arjoon Kappor and Alia Bhatt in lead roles, In 2010 Bhapat's name appeared in
Time magazine's list of world's 100 Most influential People, and The New York Times called him
“The biggest selling English language novelist in India’s history,”
His last novel, Revoluton 2020: Love, Corruption. Ambition (2011) 15.a novel of love, hetrayal
and eorruption. 1t s a story of three childhood friends 1.e. Gopul, Roghay and Aarti. Three ol them
have their own ambitions. Cropal wants to be nehy Raghav wants 1o change the country and A
wants to be the airhostess, The problem is both Gopal and Raghav love the same girl. It 15 a love
story set against the backdrop of corruption in the education sector, which affects millions across
the country. The siory alzo hints a1 a possible vouth revolution in the country to replace the present
rotien system with a better one.

During this period, Bhagat's speech titled "Sparks’ at an educational institute became a hit
on the Intemnet. [t went viral and opened up a new career for him. He became a motivational speaker
and gave more than hundred talks in vanous educational institutes across India and abroad. He
leaent more about vouth of India dus to hig visats 1o different education 1nstitules in vanous cities

of India.
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Hypotfeses:

Chetan Bhagat's novels cater multidimensional interpretations. Reading novels in this age
of social networking media was perceived to be the trade of gecks and nerds and not the cup of ten
of an average youth. Reading novels of earlier writers was too sophisticated 1o be understood by
average voung man becpuse of overly serious and philosophical subject matter and traditional
literary style. The proceeding writers had taken by heart that the function of good Lterature 15 10
make reader uncomfortable by opening window into new worlds and by challenging readers 1o
understand lives and belief that are different from their own, However, *Chetan Bhagat™s mass-
market fiction in India performs the opposite function: it's about reatfirming whist readers already
know of the world. Henee friendly, conversation-driven fictions about call cemters, 1T and [IM
campuses aimed largely at voung readers who have already expenenced these things. His wnting
has made those youths read his novels who wouldn't normatly list “Reading” among thear hobbies.

His bubblegum novels have changed the landscape of Indian fiction writing and gave rise
o a new generation of Indian writers. Many professionals across the country, taking inspiration
from Chetan Bhagat, turned English authors, some of them even best sellers! Chetan Bhagat's
novels are based on the eollege life, young call centers execulives, entrepreneurs, love and pre-
marital sex which reminded today’s youth ahout their college life, their love stortes and inspired
them to write a fiction. Chetan Bhagat's novels destabi hzed the notion that only scholars or persons
from literary background can write a novel.

While Bhagat has received incredible fame, he has been subjected to dension and pooh-
poching by the elite readers and critics who pejoratively refer to what they call "Chetan
Bhagatification” of Indian English Lilerature. Among the elitist readers, his fictions have become
the synonyms of ‘catch up' and Bollywood masala movies. Bhagat's opponents are found
everywhere in all sections of literati, For many of them Bhagat's books are like black-sheep of

Indian Writing in English. There seems to be an undisputed disapproval of Chetiin Bhagat among
the hgh-brow Indian writers. He has been frequently accused for polluting the sanctified vocation
called literature, for lowering the standards of literary writings, Though Bhagat nurtures 3 fine and
lovable relationship with youngsters. accusations hurled against him are as great as 1% the number
of his admirers, Lack of sophistication, flat and unimaginative characters, absence of mmagery, and
unliterary style are some of the most common complamts of Bhagat's novels. There 15 almast

unwavering hostility between Indian intellectuals and the writer of five best-sellers. The former
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group loaks down upon Bhagat with utmost disdain, coming pretty close to label his work as ‘crap’
The part of the reason behind such disapproval of Bhagat's work lies in the fact that intellectuals

see Bhagat catering to popular, almaost plebeian iastes,

Ohjectives:

1. A good writer is mot the one who has won literary prizes only, but the one who has won the hean
of people by connecting his stories with them. [n this sense, Chetan Bhagat 1s n successiul writer
of world literature because in the market where 5000 to 7000 copies sold is enough to label d
bestseller, his noveis sell in the million. The proposed study aims to study Chetan Bhagat as a
contemporary Indian novelist and as a game-changer of Indian English fiction writing,

2. The study aspires the closc examination of Chetan Bhagat's novels by teasing out the
contemporary igsues interwoven in his works and Bhagat's view on the way to muke the society
better. It accommodates the analysis of the presented Indian society and social ntwals v Chetan
Bhagat's novels,

3. The study aims to evaluate Bhagat's fictions as the voice of contemporary Indian youth, [t will
take into account author's views entrenched in his works about the contemporary tribulations Taced
by the current generation and their possible solutions, It also includes the psychology, aspirations
desires, college life, love, premarital sex, exploilation al workplaces and concerns of youth
portrayed in his works. It also investigates the qualities of each work that makes youth read and
appreciate it.

4. One of the reasons for Bhagat's sfunning success 15 hus simple narrative techniques. The study
tries o evaluate Bhagat's fiction from the point of view of narratology employed by Bhagat in his
works. It will also attempt o trace if there is any design i his works by close examination of
recurring themes, recumring elements, portrayal of characters, titles and observation made by him.
5. The research scrutinizes the way language of youth has found place in a literary works of Chetan
Bhagat.

6. Beyond the shadow of doubt, the study aims 1o évaluate Chetan Bhagat as a pepular fiction

wriier.
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Methadalogy:
It 18 & hibrary research work. Collected data from print and e-sources are evaluated and
interpreted according to the research methodologies, To interpret texts and data. scholars’’ eritics™

interpretations are cited with the help of MLA seventh edition

Review of Related Research:

To carry out the investigation, the related research works in the field for popular fiction
have been studied. Besides research papers as mentioned in the bibliography,
Pulp: Reading Popular Fiction by McCracken, Popular Fiction: The Logics and Practices of a
Literary Field by Ken Gelder and Postliberalization Indian Novels in English by Vishwamohan
are a few of many critical books reviewed for the investigations. Reading pulp fictions of the
writers like LK Rowling, Nicholas Sparks, Sidney Sheldon, Dorjoy Dutta, Amit Verma, Ravindar

Singh, Amis Tripathy, etc contributed in establishing the foundation of the research

Limitations and Scopes of the Research:

Bhagat is not a literary writer, He writes for the mass. So his novels cannot be evaluated
with the parameters of classical novels. However, Bhagat has expanded the novel readership in
India by writing novels about and for the youth, His novels are read and appreciated by almost all
college going students in India. He has given a rise to a new peneration of writers, Many writers
ook mspiration from him and started writing novels about their college lives. In spite of his poplar
status, he has some literary qualities 1o that can make him literary, The parameters of classic and
popular keep changing across the period. For example, Shakespeare and Dickens were popular in
their times, But today they are considered to be classics, Thig research work can prove to be g

foundation stong for including Chetan Bhagat's novels in the academic world.
Organization of the Thesis:

The thesis has been divided into six chapters which are preceded by the Acknowlaedgments
and Table of Contents. Chapter One contains the brief history of Indian writing in English, the

change in the trend afier the arrival of Chetan Bhagat. life and works of Bhagat, Hypolheses,




Objectives, Methodology, Review of Related Research, Limitations and Scope of Research and

the Organization of the Thesis. Chapter Two traces out the realitics of ¢ memporary Indian society

as reflected in Bhagat's fiction. Chapter Three analvses Bhagat as a writer of vouth, The last

chapter, Chapter Four, is the Conclusion of what has been discussed in the previous chapters. The

thesis ends with the Bibliography.
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CHAPTER-2

REFLECTION OF SOCIETY IN CHETAN BHAGAT'SFIVE
POINT SOMEONE

It is a fact that literature is a reflection of society, It replicates vices and virtues of the
society. One of the functions of literature is to make the society better. Literature echoes the flaws
of the society with a view to making the society realize its mistakes and make amends, It also
presents ideal human characters for the society to imitate. The wnter, in a literury picece, designs
the human life and actions in such a way that they give certain message 1o the society for its
betterment. As a writer is the product of his age, his writing 15 certainly affected by the attitudes.
morale and values of the saciety in which he is brought up. The author uses the real life around
him s his raw material, transforms it into a piece of |iterature with the use of his imagination and
emotion and presents it before the society as a mirmor with which people can look at themselves
and make amends where necessary. Thus, literature has a corrective function besides being the

refiection of society.

Poetry is the earliest form of literature, A clear reflection of ancient social and cultural
trends can be traced in ltalian, Greek. German, English or Indian epics. day tor instance, the
contents of the Beowulf, the [liad, the Odyssey, the Ramayara and Mahabharata portray the picture
of garliest life and society of the countnes concerned. However imagination dominates poetry

Therefore, it does not produce as fuithful picture of society as drama and prose do

Drama presents more faithful picture of society than what poetry does. The druma is
partially a product of imagination and partially of real life. The plavs of Shakespeare, Marlowe.
Ben Jonson, Goethe, Aeschylus, Plautus, Seneca, Kalidas, Shaw and others are more or less
manifestations of their own times and peoples, although imagination plays vital role in each of
them. Drama naturally contains large amount of reality as it is a tale of action put upon the stage,
Except hustorical dramas, most of the other dramas i every country revesl the social, political,
mioral and even economic life of the ume and the people, Shakuntala by Kalidas or the pilitvs Of
Shaw are to a large extent a aurror of the sogiety of the ancient and modern times of India and
England respectively.

Novel is the most realistic among all forms of literature, though it 100 uses the element of
imagination. It deals chiefly with the predicaments of social, cultural, economic and political life

of a country. It is bound to echo contemporary histary, while other forms of literature which deal
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with psychologcal problems are more tmaginary and less real. A few of the stories and novels
deal exclusively with historical themes, and such works are essentially realistic and serve as the
correct picture of sociely. The novels of Galsworthy, Bankim Chandra, Sarat Chandra, Prem
Chand, Chekov, Turginev, Maupassant are of this type. Most of the modem novels of Russia and

India are realistic and they manifest the society of the times of their countries.

Indian English novelists have vividly portrayed the Indian seciety i their works. Say for
instance, MLK. Anand has portrayed sufferings. miscry and wretchedness of the poor as a result of
the exploitation of the downtroddes class of the Indian society. Religious hypocrisy, feudal system,
East-West encounter, superstitions, poverty, hunger and exploitation are his common themes
While Anand has portrayed social reality, R.E. Narayan is more concerned with psychological
realism of the Indian society. R K. Naravan presents the hopes and aspirations, fatlures and
frustration, emotions and passions of ordinary human beings of the Indian society. On the other
hand, Raja Rao is muech concemed with the *Metaphvsical journev of man® in this world, His
novels are much concemned with the intellectual and spiritual journey of human beings in the midst
ol economic upheaval. After 1080s, the novelists like Amitav Ghosh, Vikram Seth, Upmanyu
Chatterjee, Shashi Tharooe, Rohinton Mistry, Firdaus Kanga. Raj Kamak Tha, Pankaj Mishru,
Arundhati Roy, Aravind Adiga, etc. have shown considerable interest in presenting various facets
of Indian life in broader perspectives. These Modern Indian English novelists are much interested
in the presentation of modern man’s disillusionment in the world of intellectual and spiritual void.,
The modern man is surrounded by multiple problems. It is too difficult for him 1o survive in such
conditions. A large number of modem Indian English novelists are concerned with the questions
of alienation, rootlessness, boredom. disillustonment and sorrow caused by “conflicts” All these
novelists are preoccupied with modem man’s struggle for survival in this world of speed and
barrier. Chetan Bhagat has his own realistic world. His understanding of the time about which he
wrote his portrayal of youth's predicaments, his ability to capture the imagination of the audience,
his simple and unassuming language about everyday life. bringing hope into people’s lives through

what he wrote make him different from the earlier writers. This chapter discusses the portrayval of

the contemporary Indian society in Chetan Bhagat's novels.
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The characters in Bhagat's novels are the representatives of contemporary middleclass
Indian vouths. The predicaments of his major characters are the same as faced by today’s Indian
voung generation, All his major charmeters are common young men and women of India and one
can casily identify himseif with his characters. The protagonist in each of his fiction 15 an ordinary
boy whom any Indiun youth can easily relate to. The friends of the protagonist are also of very
common nature, The female characters in his novels are shown in virtual bondage by their
respective families. Yet even the girls can be easily compared to an average Indian girl. Thus, has
novels have no unusual charcters and are set ina typical indian setting. However, as the characters
in his novels moved into the new millennium they find themselves at a cntical point in the long
and tortuous history of the human race. The day-today experience, demands of the time, challenges
posed by it, personal hopes, aspirations, and dreams in urban India have almost metamorphosed
Globulization has changed the blood and soul of all these things. Unlike other novelists Chetan
Bhagat. in his novels, has portrayved these changing urban realities in India in this globalized world
The old practices and customs have not given way to new and hence creates conflict in the life of
the characters, The characlers i his novels Tive in a shonking wordd. 1t 1z not that they lack the
intellectual or economic resources 10 wckle the problem. Scientific and technological mmgenuity
has given the youth the capacily 1o overcome all these challenges but what 1s missing 15 the wisdom
and compassion to apply them creatively, Knowledge 15 expanding but wisdom languishes. The
astounding communication téchnology which today sumounds the world hardly uses its inoredible
potential to spread global values and promote a more caring empathetic consciousness. A realistic
novel gives a profound pleasure because it leads to better understanding of life and its
predicaments. It endows with a kind of inner illumination. Reader, many a time, envisions himsel
in the life of a character and derives full pleasare from . A realistic novel thus pleases s soul,
Chetan Bhagat, m his’ Five Point Someone’ has portrayed different aspects of contemporary
Indian society. The novel reveals a particular dark area of the socety, Say for instance, Frve Paine
Someone attacks the Indian Education System revealing the flaws of grading system. While
discussing these major issues in Indian zoctety, Bhagat finds scope of discugsing many other minor

1ssues of Indian society,
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Eive Point §
Bhagat, IIT and [IMA graduate has revealed alarming [acts about Indian education system

in three of his novels. Hie Five Poimt Saomeone deals with the lives three frends Harn, Ryan and
Alok at TIT and their predicaments due 1o their failure 1o cop up with the grading system. The
author is more concerned about what to do after getting admission mto an 1T than the admission
process itself. He points out that getting into ITT is not all that difficull as is made out to be. As he
puts it, “If you can lock vourself in a room with books for two years and throw away the key, you

can probably make it here.” (2)

Human race has leaped over the boundaries of nations and geography in the 2 1™ cemury
with development of internel. In this competitive era, knowledge has become the currency and
those who have knowledge are successful. In the cut-throat competition of a globalized world. a
student can be successful if he has diverse potentialities like technology, creativity, mnovabion
initiative, sk taking and adventurous spirits as these are key factors 1o success. Talents can be
cultivated through education and culture. Education is the cradle of talented people and human
resoutces; it 18 also the foundation of civilization. Chetan Bhagat through his novel Five Pajne
Someone indirectly conveys a serious message in a humorous tone that it is a alarming call for the
influential technical institutes to replace the traditional teaching style of “f reach, vow listen™ with
an appraogch that develops studenis' own abilities fo collect, sefect, filter and ossimilate
information. that inxpires students ' créativity by developing their life — lomg abifities; and that

feachex studenix how to learn efficiently and activelv. (Biswax)

Teachers nead to help students use their knowledge in innovation. [nnovation and creativin,
should be encouraged, "Five Poinr Someone” 18 & light satire on our education svstem and urges
for improvement, Chetan Bhagat has painted a realistic picture of the campus life in this novel
The novel begins with the incident of ragging on juniors by their seniors which was guite common
in 5. The demenic descriptions of the seniors and their behavior with juniors make every student
recollect their experiences of being rapged. The ludicrous portrayal of the professor is typically
that of a nerd. For instance the narrator writes about Prof. Dubey. “He appeared around forty vears
of age, with grev hair incandescent from three 1ablespoons of coconut oil, wore an un-tucked light

blue ghirt and had positioned thrée pens in his front pocket, along with chatks, like an amay ol

bullets” (T) The mentality of professor is alzo exposed in the way Prof. Dubev shows his disgust
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towards Hari when he is not able to answer to his question. He says, “Sce, the standard just keeps

falling every year. Our admission criteria are nol just strict enough,” (9) Profiessors expect the same
level of knowledge from students which they themselves have achieved after vears of experience
Ryan’s response to Dubey’s disgusting comment is also typical of 4 college going stud, *Yeah,
right. Busted my butt for two years for this damn place. One in bundred is not good enough for
them.” (%) Typically ail the professors in the fiction are portrayed as arrogant. Professor Dubey's
ego is hurt when Ryan challenges his statement and gives logieally profound argument. The
professor’s egoistic self comes up with the following words, “What are you trying fo do?... Are
you saying that | am wrong? Watch o sen. In my class, just watch i0."(11) They force the studerits
to give more importance o their subjects

Dubey says, “My course is very important, I am sure many professors will tell you about their
courses. But | care about ManPro. So don’t miss class, finish your assignments and be prepared, o
surprise quiz can drop from sky at any time."(11) They pressurize the students from the first day
of the college by imposing on them assignments, projects, quizzes and surprise test, Students are
pressurized in the name job. He says, “.__respect the grading svstem, You get bad grades, and |
ASHURE YOUu — you get no job, no school and no future. If vou do well, the word will be VOUr oyster.
50 don’t ship, not even once, or there will be no oyster, just slush.”™ (11) Professors try to dominste
by terrorizing them about quiz and internal marks. They get fun by pressunzing the students in the
name of test, surprise quiz, internal marks, viva and job placement. Prof Sen one day comes to o
class and says, “Time for some fun. Here is a quickie quiz of multiple choice questions.™ (191 The
stubbomness and mercilessness of professors 1s reflected when the physics professor givies a black
looks at Alok's request for re-quiz as he couldn't perform well due to his father's ill health, R WA
15 humiliated for his originality by Prof. Vohra who teaches students to design a screw-jack and
asks them to replicate it. But Rysn doesn’t copy, he designs the

‘modified screw-jack” “in which one did not manually have to open and raise the jack. A fMat tire
did not mean the engine had failed, hence one could attach a motor on the traditional jack and hook
It up 1o the car battery. If one switched on the car gnation, the motor could derive power.” (117)
Unlike rest of the class, he does something original, However, Prof Vohra insults him for doing
something different from what he suggests. It shows how students are forced 1o stick o the syl labus

and not allowed to do something original. Innovation, in this system. s not apprecinted by tenchers.
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Prof. Viohra 1s the representative of many orthodox teachers with high ego who cannot tolerate
anything different from their perception. On the first place the course content

in our education svstem doesn’'t change with the pace of chonging world, For example the
technology has advanced a lot but the sydlabus doesn™ in techmcal education. The content taught
to the students 15 of [ittle use in the real life. Even the people who design the syllabus are not
exposed to the need of corporate and industries.

Student’s onginality 15 crushed by the syatem and the teachers who are the essential part
of the system. Becanse of Profl, Vohra's negative response, Ryvan stops attending his lectures and
starts copying the assignments directly from Han's notes. Thas 15 how he gives up the designing
Had he been encouraged by Profl Vahra, he might have done many innovative projects,

Bhagat attacks the education system m the novel by showing how students sacnifice their
vouth days to get good grades in the exam by locking them-selves for nine hours with lectures
tutorialz-and labs. The next few hours af evening ang spent 1o library or in the room as they have
to prepare reports and finish assignments. Tests are additional burden on them. Har writes, “Each
subject had two minor tests, one major and three surprise quizzes; seven tesis for six courses meant
torty-twa tests per semester, mathematically speaking,” (12) Ryan's disappointiment wath such a
system has a wide appeal m the students’ community. “Damn... What a crazy week: classes.
assignments, more classes, assignments and not 1o mention the coming-attraction quizzes. You
call this a life77(13-14) He further savs, “1 think this 15 jail. [t really is. Damn jail... Working away
like moronic drones until midnight. ManPro yesterday, ApMech day before, Quanio oday. . It
never ends."(14) Chetan Bhagat has exposed the flaws like relative grading system which makes
the whole academics a race. Alok says. “It's relative grading system, so if we don't study and
others do, we are screwed.” (18) It faithfully reflects how the whole education system has become
a matter of competition rather than conperation: Students compete with one another to score good
grades and that's why they will never be cooperative. It makes the students highly ambitious and
they can do anvthing to fulfill their ambitions. They will have few frends in the collese as all thesr
class maites are their competitors. The best examples are Venket and Prof. Cherian. Venket is o
real mugger and can do anything to become the topper. He doesn’t have any real friend in the
campus. He has tuirned selfish beyvond certien extent m order to achieve the position of the lopper
Prof Cherian 15 the elder version of Venket, Prof Cheran’s condition is the end of Venket's was

of life. Prof, Cherian doesn’t have any friend in his life though he 15 @ successtul person, He has
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even lost his son, Sameer, as he has envisioned his own ambition in his son’s career. Chenan s
alone in his life. Even his daughter doesn’t feel comfortable in sharing the secret of Sameer's
suicide with him. Venket has started walking on the way of Chenan’s life —competing with others
in arder to be the first. Students create enemies rather friends from college. 1s this the lesson we
want o teach the generation of India? This is the indirect question paused by Bhagat in this novel.
The novel captures the contemporary scenanio of education and its intent relation with job
amdd placement. The only purpose of study for most of the students in India is to get 3 job, Education
has not remained more than a means 10 eam bread and butter. Hari says, “Boss, mogging i the
price one pays to get the 11T tag. You mug, you pass and you get job.” Agan this i not an education
syetem, It seems more like an examination svstem as the only pursuit of all the students is 1o cover
good score in the exam. The whole idea of teaching pedagogy is exam-oriented. Ryan vomiis-oul
his disappointment in his informal debate with Han and Alok, “*Continuous mugging, testing and
assignments. Where 15 the time fo trv out new ideas™ (251 At another point in the novel Rvan
questions the value of the top technological metitute of India e ITT. He asks:
You know guvs this whele IIT spstem ix xick... Because, tell me how many great
engineers or scientists aave come owl of 17 ... 1 mean this i supposed o be the
best the best college in India, the best fechnology institute for a country of a billion
But has IIT ever invented anmvthing! Or made any technical comtribution to India
. Over thirty years of IITs, ver all It does is rain some bright kids 10 work in

mitinacionals, (34}

Ryan also compares U Ts with MIT in the USA. On Han's argument of the budget heing
the main cause for MIT s much better performance than that of HTs, Evan says, "See, it 15 not
always the money... [ITs cannot do space research, bul we surely can make some cheaper
products? And frankly, money 15 just an excuse. [f there 15 value, the mdustry will pay for research
even at IIT."(35) The whole system of relative grading and overburdening students 15 wrong. It

kills the best vears of students. It doesn™t allow the creativity and onginal thinking.

In this grading system, mugging seems to be the only way o get good scores, Studems ane

judged on the bases of marks they cover in the written ¢xams. The less weighted is grven to the

practical knowledge, In thig system, a se-called comperent student is the one whe can mug up the
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whole syllabus before the day of exam and can vomit oul the mugged up stuff in the answer paper
Everv individual 15 unique 1n his or her own way. Each has his or her own temperament. nature,
tastes, likes, dislikes, insights and background. Each one is different from the rest of the world
Owur current exam system tries to judge all the different types of students with the same syllabus.
with the same question papers and with the expectation of the same answer, This is totally unfar
Ryan satirizes the education svstem when he says, "Yes sir, let us mug and cram. (Hheranse, how

will we become great engineers of this great country.” {18)

The intelligence and competence of the students is measured on the basis of the grades they
score in the exam. The education builds students’™ career. But the system tries to judge only the
memory power of the students. What about their insights in practical matter? The current
evaluation system does not have the measure 0 judge students™ other talent like sports or music
The only measurement for evaluating student’s caliber is how much they can mug up before the
day of exam and how well ¢an they present their memory pewer in the answer paper. Rvan 15 the
best example of a talented guy who is wrongly evaluated because of the inadeguate svstem. Besides
being a sporty and smart, he is practically sound in the engingering. Nobody can beat him in
practical knowledge which is sctually useful in the real life. But he cannot mug up well hike
Venkel. And therefore he gets below average grades while Venket pets the highest grades because

he can mug up for the whole day. Venket tops the exam though he lacks the practical knowledge.

The grade of a student decides the type of treatment he receives trom professors and fellow
classmates, Grades form an opinion of people. In the novel, for instance, Ryan sn't treated well
by professors due to his law grades. Ryan savs:
Yes, that Prof. Bhatia... { gove him some ideay on fow one could dexign a
suspension bridge and he got all exclied, He told me fo make a seale drawlng amd
submit it, said he would give me o special internship project Then he asked me my
mame and found out mry GPA. So then ke calls me and savs to forget about the

drawine and imternshin. Com vou believe hai seum? (78)
4 h .

The way recruiters look upon the candidates depends upon candidate’s grades. Han wnites,

N ﬁuq.,-.-'l;imn;l_l;r wils: pretty <rap From now on, EVErY |'|n_':|1' wollld know that | was a below
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average student and that would influence my grades in futore courses. [ know o few five pointers
who were panned at campus recruitment last vear.” (621 Rvan's lube project that he has prepared
after hundreds of hours spent in the lab is rejected by Prol Cherian only because of Ryan's low
grades displayed on the title page of the proposal. Student’s competence is evaluated by the grades

he scores 1n exam by merely mugging the syliabux books.

In the contemporary scenario, students’ caliber is measured on the basis of the stream he
or she chooses. The science, medical and engineering students are considered 1o be the elite while
commerce and arts have |less value in the society. The arca of student’s study decides the level of
respect he gets from society. Science, medical and engineering students are considered to be
supenor to that of arts and commerce students. While Hari is unable to answer professor’s
questions in viva, professor calls Hari 2 commerce student with contempt. Hari writes, “Calling an
[HTian & commerce student was one of the worst insults the profs could sccord to us, like 2
prostitute calling her client a eunuch.” (56) Due to the respect and value one gets from science and
enginesnng field, there 15 a mad rsh for science and engineening. Large number of students opt
for engineering not because they are always intercsted but because of its market value. Even
parents force their chiidren 1o pursue engmeering or medical without knowing their children’s
interest. Sameer is forced by his father Proll Cherian 1o get into [IT anvhow. Sameer is the
representative of those students who are not free to pursue their interests, He is not capahle enough
to crack the tough 11T entrance as he 15 not good at physics, chemistry and maths. He is forced 1o
pursue engineering against his interest of becoming a lawyer. His suicide note echoes the agony
of those students who have committed suwicide due to the pressure of their parents:

[ have tried three dmey to get into T, and each rime [ have disappainted Dad, He cannot ger over
the fact that hix son cannot handle pivvsics, chemistry and maths, [ eannot do it Neba, no matie
how hard [ try o, ne matter how many vears § study or how mamy books § read. T cannot arotf (i
fT and [ cannot bear to see Dad 'y cves... He has not spoken o me for two months ... What can [

da? Keep treving until [ dte? Or stmply die? (167)

[t indicates an alarming fact about the number of students committing swicide in Indie as
they cannot fulfill their parents’ expectation. Sameer, Prof Cherian's son, commits suicide petting

burdened by his father’s pressure. As a resull ol it Sameer sacrificed himselfl for his father’s




unfulfilled wish. If we peep into the modern sociely there dre 30 many parents imposing then

unbridled wishes on their children. Sometimes parenis compel their children to fulfill those wishes
which they have failed to achieve in their own life. Ultimately, children find themsclves
sandwiched under the pressure of those unfulfitled wishes of their parents which their parents want
them to fulfill. Indirectly and unconsciously their parents are putting the burden of their wishes on
their children. The parents fail 1o realize the tremendous pressure and futile competitiveness that
they thrust upon thewr kids, under which most kids end up with frowny faces. Sometimes children
drowned under the pressure of making their parents’ dreams come true, Parents should also respect
their children's wishes and ambitions. In Five Poin: Someone Prof. Cherian is typically that kind
of father who wants his son to get admission in 1TTs despite of his wish to become lawver. Alok’s
father also imposes his views on Alek imespective of Alok™s wish. Prof Cherian is the typical strict
professor who wanis 1o demonstrate his importance over students. He throws a piece of chalk ot
the student whom he finds talking to other in his class. When he hears whispers mn the class, he
bangs the duster on the table saving, “No one talks for the next sixty minuies.” ( 140) He cannot
tolerate even-a whisper. He rejects Eyvan’s onginal and practical proposal on lube project ondy
because of Evan’s lower grades, Prof Chenan whe was very strict and was trving to ruin Han's
carcer changes his mind sfter knowing that the Sameer’s death was not an accident but a suicide
he committed because of him. After knowing that he him-self is the reason for Samir's suicide, he
becomes mild and starts helping Han and his fnends to pass out Like normal students even though
they were suspended for a semester,

Cherian’s speech in Hari's dream of convocation summanzes the moral of the novel
Cherian tells his own story that he was the baghtest student with |0 GPA in his batch of 1TT. He
didnt have lot of friends as 1o maintan such high GPA he couldn't afford 10 have manv fnends
But his classmates who Cherfan thought were less smart than him wanted to make the most money
or go to the USA with mimimum etfort. They went to work with multinational and some went
abroad. Some of them opened their own companies in the USA, But Cherian with his principles
stayed behind, He wanted to use his education to serve the nation and not to make money. That's
why he stayed back in IIT for doing his research, But the things were not smooth o T, 50 he was
upset. He couldn’t achieve much after ten yvears being in 1IT. While one of his classmates with
seven GPA had his own software company and his tumn over had reached two hundred mlhon
dollars. Another fnend was heading the toothpasie MNC, and came in BMW, Bhagal here cledrly
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indicates that exam result and vour income has 4 litthe relevance. One's income 18 nol much
dependent upon one’s degree or the GPA one scores in exam. People with less GPA can do better
in the real world and people with the highest score may fail in exam of real life. The exams in the
real world have different equations. The test is not pre-scheduled and the syilabus is not pre-
decided. Here the result doesn’t rely upon memory but upon the real competence,

Students are not free to pursue their own interest and are forced to follow what their parents
think right. Parents, who themselves have failed to achieve ansthing valuable in life want their
children 10 achieve, Children are the instrument to satisly parents’ ego. Chernan further speaks:

Semedrow, an that day, [ deciaed mv son mest get tmie UL 3 wanted A o carry on
ney fermily s sorong fnrellectal proadition, Sorong Inefleenid radition — tharis wha
! called it But it was fust mit big ego, My son wanted to be a lawyer, hated maths
[ hated fim for hating maths, § pushed him fust as [ pushed students in my class. He
fatled to get in the first time and § made {ife hell for him. He faifled a second time

and [ made his life an even higger hell. Then he failed to get in the thivd time. And

this time ke killed himself. (260)

In the context of Sameer’s letier that he wrote 10 Neha before ending his life. he savs about
s davghter s under-performer boy-friend 1.2, Hary, My davghter foomd ot easier to trust Han owith
the letter, She defied me, led to me and ignored me just to meet him. Somewhere down the line,
this perfect ten-GPA Professor standing in front of you had gone wrong, Really wrong.”™ (261)
This is how he realizes that score in the exam makes good student net good huoman being. But in
current scenarto, &n individual is judged by her grades. If one is distinetion, he 15 excellent. Second

ot third class means useless. He realizes his mistake of rejecting Ryan™s proposal on lube project

because of his low grades.

Thus. Chetan Bhagat, in this novel, has presented the dark side of our educational institutes,

This novel illustrates how students waste their opportunities in college vears if they don't think

araight. Through the story of three fnends. the book desenbes vanous facets of 11T bie — the

academics, the professors and campus [ife as a whole,

e ———————— S e e e e
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CHAPER-3

CONCERNS FOR YOUTH IN FIVE POINT SOMEONE

India is a couniry with the largest vouth population tn the world today. The youths of every

country are i1s precious human resource. The lability for change, advancement and innovation lies

on their shoulders. Youth can make or mar the society. The youth of the preseni-day generation in
India can be distinguished from - the previous generation by the changing spcil order in the moden
times. The modem society of technology, globalization and internet hos influenced and shoped the
attitude of modemn youth in India. The effect of modemization on middle class educated Indian
vouth 15 crucial in shaping their attitude. An unparalleled expansion of technology 1 witnessed
over the last three decades, and owr citizens are undergoing outstanding social and cultural

transformation. This radical transformation has created mental and societal dislocations among
vouth, Moreover, technology has affected the way we sense about life mn general and interpersonal
human relations in particular, TV, mobile and the rise of internet usage in particular have plaved
vital role in educating the present-day vouth. It has taken upon nself to appeal to the destructive
urd disintegrative instincts, o provoke greed, unbimited self-aratification, and absence of maoral
restrmnt 1n its voung auchence. [here has always been a clash between tradition and modernits
aml the youth have often been misunderstood by the elders. Tn the previous age, the older
generation has managed to convey their beliefs, values, traditions, customs, worldviews and
institutions to the younger members of their society. The social agencies like family, religion and
teachers used to play major role in transmitting their values to the next generation. However, in
this age of modernization, the mtensity of these institutions” impact has stated decreasing due to
new forces like internet and television
Five Paint S
Five Point Someone 15 the novel that depacts the lives of three voung students of 11T - Hari.
Alok and Ryan. The story 18 narmated by Han Kumar, a passive onlooker and madly in love with
Prof. Cherian’s daughter, Neha. It is.a campus novel where Bhagat has faithfully portrayed college
life, its joys and difficulties through the characters of Han, Ryan and Alok. Bhagat writes about
the common middle-class vouths who do not possess any special talent. Unlike other authors
whose protagonists are heroic, Bhagat has made the common vouth his subject matter in all of his
novels. In Five Point Someone, the protagonist of the novel, Hari is the representative of common

Indian youth studying at [T, He i3 mtetligent enough to get mto [TT but among the commumty of

Th
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wntelligent people, he is below average student. He considers him-self and his friends very
mediccre students and “the last people on carth you want to ask about getting mnto IT." (21 Hari.
the hero of the novel, doesn't show any herdism at time when they were being ragged horribly at
mignight on the first day of their college, Har dreaded the viva as he savs “it strikes me whenever
someone looks me in the eve and asks me a question. My body freezes, sweat beads cover me
brow to groin and | lose my sense of volce” (54}, He makes mess while facing viva In smte of
knowing all the answers, he remains dumb. He writes. "I tried articulating, but thoughts did not
cash into words."(56) When Prol Dubey chonses Han for answering his question, he becomes

dumb. His “tongue cleaves unto dental roof, body freezes, blood vessels rupture and sweat bursts

out in buckets.” (%) Most of Bhagat's protagonists are average-looking and feel inferior about it.
Har is a fat guy and he feels ashamed of 1. He himsell says, “1 know 1 am [t and 17 [ were a gird,
I'd probably not talk to me either” (42) He is not a stud like Rvan. Bhagat's protaponists are
vulnerable. Han gets easily influenced by Ryvan. He imitates Ryan in many matters. He has all the
praise for Ryan's perfect body looks and dressing sense. He appreciates all Ryan's new deas, He
is 30 much impressed by Ryan that even he confesses that he wanis 1o be like Ryvan. On Ryan's
sugpestion of reducing weight, his following thoughts shaw his inferiority complex, 1 though
dbout losing ten kilos. All my life people had called me Fat-Man, to the pont where plumpness
was a part of my identity now. Of course, | hated that part of my identity and Ryan did seem to
know what he was doing, and his own body was great. Heck [ thought, it was worth a try.” (26)
Even Alok puts his observations in his letter, “Ryan is infectious and Hari is a perfect example of
this infection. If Byan wants something, Han gives it to him. So if Ryan does not want 1o study,
Hart will close his books, If Ryan thinks GPAs are not important, then Hari stops caning about
them. Ryan s Pied Piper.” (73-74) Har represents the complexily ol today’s youth. He s ordinary,
fat, unattractive and dull, But be wants 1o be somebody else — sameone cool, smar amd sham like
Ryan. But deep down, he knows that it 15 not possible. Harr 15 the perfect example of millions o
vouths who are easily influenced by others and want 10 becom? like others, Even he himself
confesses, “Even [ really don't’ know what | wanted in life... T did not want to have a five-point
GPA, and did not want to be fat and unattractive. [ also did not want to get tongue-tied in damn
vivas every semester. | mean, | definitely | knew what [ did not want.” (100} He 15 a like millions
of directionless vouths who do not have idea about their goals in life. He further savs, “Rvan is
always # sport. And Ryan is alwavs thin and attractive. And Ryan is always confident and carefres,
| hated Ryan. Yet at that point [ realized what I really wanted - | wanted 1o be Ryan.” ( 100) Ryan’s

attrachive personality catches Har's fncy and he mnilntes Ryoan ool the wove Meho even (hinks
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of Han as a looser. [n the letter she wrifes to her dead brother, she mentions that Hari is “Not very

good looking or anything, nor super smart but there he was, this silly bumbler.” (133} She further

writes, “Right now. he is little bit of loser if vou ask. For one thing. he is besotied with Ryan

*Rvan this, Ryan that” bugs me no end sometimes.” (1 15)

Ryan represents the stylish, sporty and carefree vouth who can be rightly termed as s
daredevil and spoilt brat. He is confident, blunt, amle and smart. He 15 the leader of his group o
three. He is creative and full of new ideas, ranked 91st in the entrance test and loves engineering

but hates the system, He believes that the system does not éncourage original ideas, rather makes
engineers who have mugged up theoretical aspects and rates students not on the basts of how they
think but on the basis of their grades. He is the one who look at things in a different perspective
He comes up with innovative ideas like how to make boning classes imteresting, what to gift Har's
girlfriend, how 10 sneak out the question paper from HOD's chamber ete.

Alok 1s the face of those students who study only to get a good job. He belongs 1o a poor
family and he is in [IT only because he thinks that iz the best way to cam a good paying job and
get his family out of all their poverty. He wants to get good GPA= only because if he does not get
them he won't get a good job and his troubles would continue. However, he is a kind of person
who has never had the company of good friends but wants to have them. Alok is coward and is
really worried about hiz grads m IIT, [n Ryan's words he is o real “maggu”, He opposes all Ryan's
ideas of having fun,

Venkal 15 the representative of those students who can do well 1n this madequate education
system by mugging all the time. He is a perfiect [t for this education syvstem which measures the
memory rather than the competence ol students. He & a typical nerd “whe looked like 2 younger
version of any of the anally retentive profs i the institute. He had put enough oil in his hair to
cook an entire Kumaon dinner, his forehead sported an ash-mark from his devout prayer.” (93)
Although he doesn't have much prachical knowledge. he scores the highest grades in the class as
he can mug for the whole day. He doesn’t have any friends at the institution. Hari writes:

Nobody in Kumaon talked to Venkai; given a cholee he wouldn 't talk to hinselfl, He
hoed a good GPA and evervehing, bus e was hardly a human, Fenkar woke up
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Grades are more important for him than life. He doesn’t allow Alok (his group member) 1o

g0 10 his unconscious ill-father because his visit 1o his home will affect their group assignme

*Alok; this is too much. | mean. 1 kave to study for ten hours a day 1o keep my GPA. The least |
can expect is to count on my group partners.” (91} He refuses to manage the group assignment for
Alok. He says, “I have to maintain my rank. The second guy in the department is only 0.03 behind
me you know, Now should I finish this group assignment or read my notes?" (91) He is the
representative of nerds who have lost their humanity in the rat-race of scoring marks.

Prof Veern is the representative of the voung and enthusiastic professors who can
understand students” problems well. He is the face of voung professors who unlike tvpical
professors “dressed in jeans and T-shirl. wiluch bore his US uraversity logos.” (841 He 15 a young
professor not more than thirty in his age has recently joined the mstitiste and 1eaches Fluid
Mechanics. He is favounte among students. Unlike typical old generation professors, he offers
chewmg gum to the studenis. He does not give special preference to the nine-pointers while
looking [or the answer he has asked. In fact he scavenged at the last benchers. He says, “Okay, |
am not going to ask the studious kids all the questions. [ want to ask the cool dudes at the hack.”
(84) He doesn’t care much about student’s grades, He encourages the below average students to
participate m the class-room discussion. Ryan, who is not in the good books of ather professors,
gets much attention: by Prof Veera bocause of Ryvan’s practical knowledge. Even Ryvan. so-called
brat, never misses Veern's lecture. He stants loving the subject of Fluld Mechanics as he loves Prosf
Veern, Here Chetan Bhagat tries to potnt out that the interest of the student in any subreet depends
a lot on the teacher, If the teacher is passionate about his subject, he can transfer the same passion
in the students. The personality of the teacher also decides student’s approach to the subject. Prof
Veera's encouraging and concerned attitude for students ereates inlerest in the subject. Professor
Veera is a true teacher who is a teacher not by chance but by choice. He loves his subject and
therefore he can create interest in the students for his subject. Through the character of Veera,

Bhagat has shown the qualities of a good teacher. Harl savs, “He is really different... Like he

doesn’1 discriminate between five-pointers and mine-pointers. And he likes original thinking. Even

his DEEHmEme11is !'l'n-lb“ Mok Lo think maore” (85) Pl Yoo sLpior] ovait [or burs caperimerls with
varous subsance mixtures (o check lubricant efficiency n a scooter engne. He even (nes 1o et
institute’s permission for Ryan 1o the use the lab and get some gram. Prof, Veera's encouragement
leads Ryan, a carefree guy, to work with sincerity. Even Hari finds it stranpe 10 see Ryan working

50 hard for days and nights in the lab. Ryan even demes to ge for a movie in which there are six
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topless scenes as he was deeply involved in the proposal for the project. Prof. Veera is the ideal
mmage of a teacher who gets Rvan at work., He prepares an eighteen-page long proposal on lube

project which is research in it-self.

Prof. Veera even helps the three when they are caught stealing question paper from
Cherian’s office. They are going to be dismissed from the college. Unlike Prof. Chenan who wants
the three to be handed over to police. Prof. Veerm saves them by suggesting an impoenant point,
"Police will myean the case will kit the papers. | mean do vou really want T i the news tor all the
wrong reasons,” (192} Prof Veera helps in the Disciplinary Committee, He calls them at his place
before Disco and says, “Listen bovs, | am trying to help vou here. 1 think vou are in a big mess but
you can twist this a bit, yvou may save yourself some trouble.™ (199) He suggests to twist the story,
" S0, instead of saying you tried different keys, say thal Neha pave the keys to you... Listen, il you
say that you know Neha, and somehow she was upset with her father and gave vou the keys to get
even, it will get personal. The Disco committes will think vou didn't actually break in.” (199) This
sugpestion from Prof Veera helps them to ge nid of expulsion, Prof, Veera stands with in their
time of trouble. After they get suspended for a vear, Prof Veera even tries talking to Prof. Cheran
|

L

on 8 merey plea. On Alok’s return 1o the hostel after two months of bed-rest due 1o hes suick
attemnpt, Prof Veera comes with the box of Kaju-burfi. Prol Veera goes to dean and gets the lube
project revised. He helps the three to re-submit the project which earlier was rejected by Cherian
He explains the benefit of working on them project. "for one. you could later explamn the absence
in your prade sheet. And | don’t know, if they like the proposal this time, you may be allowed
exira credit for this work in the next semester.™ (200) This is how Prof Veera guides them to pass
out like normal studenis even though they are suspended for a year,

The novel begins in a unique way where the author takes the liberty of sharing his opinion
that the book 1s not a guide on how 1o get into IIT but 1t cites the examples of how screwed upour
college years can get 1l we don’t think straight. The author is more concerned aboutl what 1o do
after getting admission into-an [T than the admssion process isell. He pomts out that gettimg inle
ITT 15 not all that difficult &% is made out to be. As be puts it, “If you can lock yoursell m a room

with books for two years and throw away the key. you can probably make it here.” (2)
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Five Point Someone, being a campus novel, gives the glimpses of the glaning effects of
ragging which is in fact quite common in engineering colleges, The fresher students of Indian
Institute of Technology including the three students Ryvan Oberoi, Alok Gupta and Han Kumar
were called by the seniors up on the baleony for ragging ai midnight, Baku and osher senior
students instructed them “Of with vour elothes™ (3) Such kind of embarrassing incidents i the
name of ragging creates a greal psychological effect on the minds of studemts wiich may increase
the suicidal attempts, Rvan, good looking and a hefly man, revolts againgt the age old tradition o
ragging and the senior — fresher discrimination, He saves Hari and Alok from the coke bottles m
the very Arst day and they become good friends for all the four years of [TT and then.

The students in Indian education system have to sacrifice their precious youth days fo get
good grades, Bhagat has faithfully recorded the academic pressures on students at premier
institutes like ITT. Hard, Ryan and Alok lock them-selves for nine hours with lectures, tutonals and
labs. The next few hours of evening are spenl in library or in the ronm as they have (o prepare
reports and finish assignments. Tests are additional burden on them. The system ol relative grading
pul the students n a severe compehlion ond creates divide among students. Youth's
disappoiniment a the exam oriented teaching pedagopy s wiell expressed in novel Rvan s
frustration o cope with the system where mugging is the only way has a wide appeal among the
student community. Bhagat has faithfully narrated how students surrender their creativity and
original thinking for mugging t©o gel grades. The whole system of relative grading and
overburdening students is wrong. It kills the best vears of students.

Creative students faceé n lot of wouble for adjusting themselves m our education svstem
Thev do not get the respect their originality deserves as students are not judeed on the basis of
their onginality but on the basis of marks they cover in the written exams. Praoctical knowledge of
Ryan 18 not apprecinted by the professors in the novel, Muggers like Venket are scknowledged by
teachers as in this system. o so called conpetent student 15 the one whio can mug up the whole
syilabus before the day of exam and can vomit oul the mugged up sl in the answer paper. The
syslem 1s unfair as it judges all different individuals with the same syllabus, same question papers
and with the expectation of the same answers, Ryan’s dissatisfaction with the education svsiem
linds expression in his flowing saticcal words, “Yes sir, let us mup and cram. Otherwise, how will

wit hecome preat engineers of this great country.”™ (18) The grades of a studem decide the type of

e
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treatment he receives from professors and fellow classmates. Grades form an opinion of people.
Ryan's lube project that he has prepared after hundreds of hours spent in the lab is rejected by
Prof. Cherian only because of Ryan’s low grades displayed on the tile page of the proposal
Student's competence is evaluated by the grades he scores in exam by merely mugging the syilabus

hooks.

The novel sccounts the hostel life and its difficulties. The food in the hostel is typically
like that of jail. Hari says, “Pass the rice, [ can’t digest these rotis. They are like chewing gum.”
(126) They are offered continental food every Thursday. Actually it is just an excuse for mess-
workers not to give real food. Har writes, “The cooks made the noodles in superglue or something
~ they stuck to each other as one composite mass in the huge serving pan. The French fries were
cold and either extremely undercooked or burmt to taste like coal. The cream of mushroom soup
could have been mistaken for muddy water. only it was warmer and sallier.” {127} They cannot

even afford to go owt for dinner as they have limited budget

The novel is about managing academic pressure and fun. 1t 1s about friendship. Ryvan, the
son of rich parents gets a scooter as a gift from his parents. The way these three manage to move
on a scooter which is legally meant for two is typical of a youth. Like all other voung people they
wander everywhere on the scooter and Iet the world watch them i envy. It is a book on friendshep
and Bhaput describes how [mends are more important than the career for youth, When Alok™s
receives news about his father™s ill-health and 15 to be taken to the hospiinl immediately. Ryan and
Han accompany him though there was o sword of ph:-.*.-{in_'.-c guiy dangling over thetr heads [ <pite
of all the pressure of studies; assignments and tests and though they have messed up in previous
two tegts, they draw a line between study and fun. They try to decentralize the education system
Byan says, "l mean not like stop mugging completely or something, but like let us draw 2 line. We
can study two-three hours a day, but other stuff, say sports, have you guys ever played squash? Or

taken part in events — debates serabble and stuff, an odd movie or :-n.:lt':‘.l::ﬂ'litlgl sometimes...” (40)

They start plaving games like squash and chess: Apart from these games, they spend their
time riding Ryvan’s scooter, “feeling the fierce wind whistle through our hairs', They watch every

new movie, visted every tourst destiation on Dhelhi, tdid everytiung, and weont everswher




SH0 000 6 000220 °e 009 200 09 00000080

However they manage three hours of study too. But this is [IT and three hours of study does ol

help 1o score respectable prades, Besides all these, there was @n excitcment of Gulf war between
USA and Irag. They get excited aboul who will win the war and keep getting updates ol wir

Squash, chess and the war — all ate into their studying hours. In five days before the final
examination they dropped the rule of studying three hours a day. They studied hard for the last
five days. Somehow Alok and Ryan manage in practical and viva. Har cannot perform well
because of his vulnerability of answering someone’s guestion when the person looks mto his eves.
Chetan Bhagat has portrayed the usual scenario i the campus and hostel at the time of exam

“Majors were when everyone studied in Kumaon, lights remained on in rooms until dewn, people
rarcly spoke — and then [sic] only on matters of Life or death - and consumed endless Cups ol lea
in the all-naght mess.” (57) He also describes post-exam scenario in the novel. "Those two week
between the end of majors and the result were bliss. Even though the second semester began. no
one really got into the new courses until they knew how they'd done in the first semester.” [37)
However the reverberation of the *drawing-the-line’ policy and the fime spent after squash, chess
and movies is inevitably heard at the time of result, Three of them remain to be five pointers which
is considered to be below average performance. Grades divide. And it is mcely illustrated the way
Alok had a quarrel with Ryvan and he leaves the room after getting low grodes. Unlike Ryan, Alok
18 4 scone-conscious guy and had to porform well in the exam to get nd of his poverty and 1t 15
difficull 1o manage studies il he lives with Ryan. This i€ how thres hedt friends get separated due

to the race of getting grades.

The party Ryan throws af the hestoncal event of Alok’s retum to ks room 15 typical of
youth’s hostel life, Only under-performing five-pointers m the hostel are invited. Ham writes:
We entered and it was davk, for Ryan hod replaced the normad bulbs in the room
with red ones so that a crimson hue spread over the study tabie, which now doubled
as a har. Rvan had latd ont vodka and rum bottles, ruice from roadyide vendor
coke from the canteen, lemony, iee, sugar and finally, foints for the guests, . Thar
waas mod all, MNude women adorned e walls, posters extracted from LY porn
miggazines, which made ther wiy to Knmaon (irongh ex-sestars o fonocunges TN
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They all sat down in the reom where Rvan has: placed cushions for each guests. They

cherish cigarette after drink. In this party Rvan [aunches a Mice Theory in which they try 1o beat

the unfair grading svatem. Though he was drunk while launching a mice theory in the party. there

is some truth n it
And thiz JIT svstem iv nothing but @ mice race. It (s not @ val race. [t is ahout
mindiessly running a race for fowr vears, in every class, overy assignment, and
every lest It [ o race wihere profs (udge vou every len sieps, Wit a (i FA stamped
aR v every semesder. Prof wiko hove pe idea abeul whol science ana leaeming
about... But we can change ali that... By living on our ows tormiy. By beingr rales
not mice, work rogether and boat this svstem. fn fact my friendship will beat the

syetens (TOT)

Ome can have only two options — chanpe the system or accept it if one can't change. Rvan is the
face of those vouth who have the courage to challenpe the traditional unfair system. C2D
(Cooperate to Dominate] 15 the way he vses o beat the system. He prepares a document for his
C2D theory which included the Raws of TTT system saying, “( 1) It suppresses wlent and individual
spirit (2) It extracts the best vears of one’s lilfe from the country’s brightest minds. {3} 11 judges
you with a dracoman GPA system that destrovs relationships (4) The professors don't care for the
students. (5) IITs have hardly contributed to the country.” (107-108) According to the document,
they agree on certain thing to get way out of this unfair system. They decide to share their
assignments and lab expenments and divide the responsibilities of the course. [T there are six
subjects, each one is responsible for two subjects only. The rest will merely copy. They decide that
the friendship 18 above GIPAR and will spare time on living the life a1 the fullest. Typically like

mindless youth, Rvan signs the paper with has blood and gets the other two to do the same.

The precanous plan of stealing the question paper from Cheran's office leads them on a
cross-road of their career. After getting the key from Mehn they reach 1o Chenun s office at mad
night After getting the paper. Ryan gets it photocopied and scals the cover properly. But Alok's
stupid action of using Cherian’s tclephone to call his mother for asking about his Dad’s health

ruins the whole plan. The call outside the campus goes viva control room in the campuz. A little
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red bulb lights up in control room when somebody calls outside, When Aldok calls s home at
midright from Cherian’s office, the operator listens the conversation. He immediately gets to know
that it is not Prof. Cherian but a mother who 18 reciting a sad tale 1o her son. The patrolling guards
reach the office and catch them red-handed with a lit candle, mehed wax, someone on professor’s
chair and a few strewn papers. The guard quickly backs off and shut them mside the office. They
might not have caught but & plain stupidity gets them trapped. The authonty calis a Dasciplinary
Committee for deciding the pumishment for stealing question paper. Har realizes. “Suddenly, my
five-point GPA seemed wonderful to me. | only | could pass oul of this place with 4 simple job
and this could all be over. But even keeping that GPA and passing out was not going to be easy
now.” (189) Their croziness 15 punished with grade-sheet having no grades for two semesters and
with a stamp of *suspended’ on it. Hari says, *] think no one will give vou a job, the bloody LIS
types take this cheating stuff prelty serously. No admission to MBA colleges either — they will
ask the same man mterview.” [ 1957 Alok realires, “What will my parents think? What wiil happen
to Didi?” [195) The three of them are brilliant irrespective of their grades. But they are stupid
encugh to risk their future for a stupid * A" grade on their grade sheet. Three of them dre best friends
but none of them was able to stop each other from this madness. Cherian might have sent them o
jail. The resull of the whole crazy plan of Operation Pendulum is that thev are suspended for the

whole semester, They also get an *F" in the Indem subject,

They have to spend one more vear 1o get a useless degree, Alok's misery knows ne hound-
a paralyzed father, unmamied sister, no money, one more year to spend in [T and even afier getting
degree little chance of getting a job, He has no option left, Therefore he attempts suicide by

Jumping from the mstitute roof. Anyone minmmally farmiliar with routine happenings in India will

bhe able to identify the tragic occurrence of student suicides linked 10 academic pressure us the

broad honzon of reference m the novel. Additionally, within the structure of the novel, suicide is
liked to the claustrophobic and oppressive nature of evervday life, which, at its best, is life-
denying and. at its worst, no better than death. The pressure of family and socictal expeciations of
academic achievement, the educational culture of rote leaming. and the lack of options for

expressing individual choice and creativity constitute a life-denving environment
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After getting suspended for a semester, they realize their mistake and hecome sincere in
the final semester. They start working on Prof. Veera's lube project for eight hours & day. When
the final scmester begins, Han says to Neha, “Classes, classes and more classes. Eight 1o six every
day, Then another three hours in the library, Then another two for assignments and revisions..
Never had this much of course-load before.”™ (237) Their hard work and sincerity help thiem 10
pass out like normal students. Cherian’s mind changes afler knowing that the death of his son was

not an accident but a suicide. He too helps them to pass out like normal students,

Cherian’s speech in Hari's dream of convocation summarizes the moral of the book
Cherian tells his own story that he was the brightest student with 10 GPA in his batch of IIT. He
didn’t have lot of friends as to maintain such high GPPA he couldn™ afford to have many friends
But his classmates who Cherian thought were less smart than him wanted 10 make the most money
or go to the USA with munimum elfort. They went to work with multinational and some went
abroad. Some of them opened their own companies in the USA. But Cherian with his principhes
stayed behind. He wanted to use his education to serve the nation and not 1o make money. That's
why he stayed back in IIT for doing his research. But the things were not smooth in [IT. So he was
upsel, He couldn’t achieve much after ten vears being in [IT. While one of his classmates with
seven GPA had his own software company and his tumover had reached two hundred million
dollars. Another frend was heading the toothpaste MNC, and came in BMW Bhagat here clearly
mdicates that your result of exam and vour income has 2 little relevance. One's income is not much
dependent upon one's degree or the GPA one scores in exam People with less GPA can do better
n the real world and people with the highest score may fail 1 exam of real life, The real world
has different equations. The test is not pre-scheduled and the svilabus is not pre-decided. Here the
result doesn’t rely upon memory but upon the real competence, Cherian further speaks

Somehow, on that day, I decided my son must ges into [IT,  wanted hin to carry an
my family's strong intellectual tradition. Strong intellectual tradition — that is what
I called it. But it was just my hig ego. My son wanted 1o be a lawyer, hated maths.
Fhated him for hating maths. | pushed him fust as I pushed students in my class. He
frlled 1o gt in the first time and | made life hell for dm. He falled a second time
and [ made his life an even bigger kell. Then he fatled to ger in the third time. And

Phix tivme e & oo Felesel @260
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Students are not free 1o pursue their own mterest and are forced 1o follow what theor parents

think right. Parents who themselves have failed to achieve anything valuable in life want thei
children to achieve. Children are the mstrument to satisfy parents’ ego. In the context ol Samir's
letter that he wrote to Neha before ending his lifie, he says about his daughter’s under-performer
Five point something GPA bov-friend Hari, “My daughter found it easier 1o trust Hari with the
letter. She defied me, lied to me and ignered me just to meet him. Somewhere down the line, thas
perfect ten-GPA Professor standing in front of you had gone wrong. Really wrong.” (261) This is
how he realizes that score in the exam makes pood student not gond human being. But in cumrent
seenanc, an mdividual 5 judged by his prdes, [Woné is distinetion. he i3 excellent. Seécond or third
class means useless. He realizes his mistake of rejecting Byvan’'s proposal on lube project because

of his low grades.

Prof Cherian scems to be Chetan Bhagat's mouth-piece when he delivers his last message

o young students:

Cne, helieve in yourself. and den 't ler a GPA, performance review or promotion in
a job define vou. There i miove to life than these things - veur family, vour friends,
WL ity desires and e 'L:"I'I'HJI_". Amad the gnm'q'_t oA e im aealing with poch
of these areas will define vou as a person. Two, Don't judge others oo gutekiy. |
thought my son way useless becawse he didn 't get tnto U7, bur b s nor the end of
the world if vou don 't AN of vou should be prowd 1o have the T tag, bl never ever
fudge anyone who ix not from this institete — thar alone can define the greamess of
this- tnstitute, And lactly, don 't foke vourself too seriously, We professors are 1o b
blamed even more for this, Life is too short, enjoy vourself to the fullest, One of the
best parts of campus fife is the friends vou make. And make sure vou make them for

life (262)

This message reflects Chetan Bhagat's famous speech entitled Spark that he delivered at
one of the colleges where he was invited as a motivational speaker. The dream of Hari ig the ideal

condition which seems to be Chetan Bhagat's dream to build up a pressure-free education system
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replacing the current exam-oriented education system. Bhagat has covered the minute details of

college life in the novel strting from the first day of ragging to the last days of placenient
interview. He has fuithfully depicted the interview scenario in the last semester in Engineering
institules — the way they dress up in neat tie for the first time in entire four vears of their studies,
the nervousness mixed with exciternent before their tum in the interview, the way they appear in
the interview, the way they wait for the result and the way result makes some of them extremeiy
happy and rest who are not selectexd makes upset. Han and Alok make through the interview while
Ryvan can™t. Alok's joy of getting a job reminds all the readers of the jov of their [irst job, He talks
to his parents on the phone for two hours and reads the whole offer letter to them. The feeling ol
gelting separated after completing education is authentically captured in Hari"s words. "Last day

Alok's words resonate in, my mind. Man, how we had waited for this to get over. And finally it
had. May be not in style, may be not with standing ovation or medals, bul in our pajamas and
eating paraths at a street-side vendor, we had made it... “Yeg, it is all over!™ | tried telling myselfl
— but at one level | felt sad.” (265)

Hardly few friends can stay together aller leaving the college due to the job and family
responsibilities. Though they vow (o meel regularly, it somechow becomes very difficult to have
the same life being in campus. The last words of Hari show how it is difficult 1o torget the campus
days, “1 might have passed out of [IT, but in some ways my soul is still there. Mavbe in hostel
corridors, or at Sasi's or at the insti roof. .. " (267)

They struggle till the end. but have linally made i1 by passing their [inal semester courses.
by finizhing lab work and by securing some sort of & job. Their carelessness is further seen when
o not attend the convocation functien. Four years of freaking craziness @ get a degree. and when
the time came to collect the degree certificate, Ryan and Han sit in their pajamas estmg paranthas.

Alok says, “You fuckers! Chomping paranthas while the country got another batch of enginesrs.”

(264

Thus, Chetan Bhagat, in this book, has presented the dark side of Indian educational
institutes. This book illustrates how students waste their opportunities in college vears il they don™

think straight. Through the story of three friends, the book describes vanous facets of [T life - the

academics, the professors and campus life as a whole, In Five Point Someone, he has tried to




portray the condition of students studving in 1ITs and how their lives become miserabie due to

some wrong steps. Though the story is about [T, it is not HT specific. The story could have happen

anywhere. The story appeals to every college-going student.
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CHAPTER-4
CONCLUSION

Indian English novel, emerged in 1930's, has its own peculiar features, The trio of Indian
English fiction, R.K. Narayan, Mulk Raj Anand and Raja Rao presented Indianness and Indian
culture on the international horizon. There writing was vastly different from one another, but there
were basic similarities too, The main focus of their fiction was gmall town hased middle-class
protagonists. They mainly dealt with western impact on [ndian tradition and Ils conseguences,
Comparatively, their readers were limited and mainly English familiar reader. Alienation, east-
west encounter, partition, Candhism, Hinduism and Buddhism were the important themes of their

writing. The Indianncss was also reflected i their writing,

Chetan Bhagat, hailed as the best-selling and cult status author, has undisputedly
established himsell as one of the favourite authors in the contemporary literary horizon. He has
already broken the esiablished paradigms and is able to make his own way. The contemporary
readers are closely associated to him because of his explomtion of persosal relationships,
consciousness and concerns. the hopes and aspirations, the problems of youth and his presentation
of dilemma of existence. He oftén comments on ethos of the post-modern society. The reader finds
it easy 10 associate with him because he thinks his concerns are reflected n Bhagat's wrtings. All
of his five novels challenge the established svstem and dominant values in the contemporary
sociely, He, nol only represents the young class, but almost all the classes of readers in the society

He is one of the most readable and popular authors in the contemporary India.

Bhagat's novels is largely youth-centric and deal with consciousness and concemns of
youth, In another words, his novels don't deal with the established themes in Indian writing in
English such as partitions. dizlocation. and moral sensibility and so on. He has presented
everything from the point of view of vouth of India. In this sense. he can be treated as the
spokesperson for the new generation as he has depicted the issues related to vouth such as ther
frustration, struggle, ambitions, romance and concerns in his novel. He has provided the platform
to Indian vouth to read about themselves. learn to live in a soctal nulies which 15 growing taster.

He used the language of the contemporary youth which is aot ostensible and ungrammatical. His

novel represents the contémporary society henee functions as the mirror 1o the world
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He has not followed the traditional literary patterns; instead, he molds it as per his will

serve his own purpose. It seems that he has caught the pulse of Indian youth and remamed best-
seller. His primary purpose is entertainment of his readers and occasionally delivers a moral
message, Whatever may be the opinion of the eritics, Chetan Bhagat hus carned the status of India’s
leading English novelist. His novels are not based on partition or emergency, they are rather the
popular fiction dealing with contemporary consciousness and concemns regarding education,
employment, romance, family, religions, cricket, and corruption. His novels. at the same time,

serve as a guide to the confused vouth.

Chetan Bhagat's uncomprommsing modemity is one of the salient features of his wrting.
He has presented the contemporary scenario with ease bypassing the rommntic past. One thing is
sure, he inspired the readers to read and write. His success has mspired a lot of young Indians to
write, He has proved that it is not necessary to be scholar to wnite, but a keen abserver of life can

write good stones.

There are many reasons why Bhagat remained the most readable author in the
contemporary period. His novels are of low price so that commeon people can afford it. He targeted
the voung audience in the society and deals with their concemns and issues. He becomes the voice
of yvoung pencration. His themes are centered around the contemporary maddle-class vouth. He
uses the language of the young generation who are interested in SMS's and short messages. He
deals with school and college life, cnckel, cormuption, inter-caste mamages, romance which
appeals to today’s vouth. His narrative styleis ssmple and can be empoved by the readers. His stomes

are fast paced like the Bollvwood movies with a melodrama.

Though Chetan Bhagat is not considered as a wnter of social novels, bis namative techmique
reveals his consciousness and concems to the various social incongruities. In his very first novel
Five Point Someone he expressed his concern for the depression which s resulted by pressure of
grading svstem and the survival of voung aspirants in one of the prestigious institutions in [ndia.
These prestipous institutions are haitled as the seats of leaming. 1t 18 irony that these institutions
proved failure in providing the required happiness and securily which is essential for strong
building of a nation. The charncters in the novel, under tremendous pressure, commits mistake one

after another. The novel presents the darker side of education system. The charactiers in the novel

guffercd a lot 1o cope up with the grading system patters, examination-onented teaching
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assignments and viva-voce, thus, killing the spirit of experimental learning. The

characters, Hari,R.yan and Alok are the victims of socio-cultural consciousness.

The novel Five Potni Someone is largely autobiographical in nature, Chetan Bhagat shares
his own consciouaness and concerns in Indian Institute of Technology, New Delhi, He himself was
the under performer at 11T, vet he never speaks like a looser, eather he is in mood of celehration of
the [reedom from his experiences at 1IT. He is aot writing aboul his own consclousness and
cocerns but also sbout the consciousness and concems of the contemporary young generation.
While choosing the characters for his purpose, he takes care ol each class of readers. The nurrator
of the story, Hari, belongs to middie-class and can be treated as self-portrait of Chetan. Rvan
Oberbi, a rebellious boy and having innovative ideas, represents a rich famly. There 1= Alok. an
awktvard, bespectacled boy from poor family, who joins the [IT only to eradicate the paverty of
his family and for the sake of financial stability. In this way, Bhagat gives due credit 1o each class

from the rich to the marginalized poor class,

Hari, Ryan and Alok becaome friends on the very first day, Har Kumar, the narrator of the

story. never discloses his family background. His consciousness allows other characters 1o speak

innovative, can be termed as ‘angry young man’. His consciousness does not allow him 1o sccepl
the established education pattern and rebels against it. He longs for love and affection simce his
childhood which, he thinks, his parents had denied it. His parents are intimately invobved
handicraft business and they kKept him i the boarding school. Ryan, i his early davs, missed the
love and affection of s parents which he found in his mends. He loves saience very much and
hates the IIT system because it does not support innovative ideas, He wamed to engoy the golden
fun vears of his life. Alok. who belongs to a poor family, needs a good job to sort out his family
matters. His mother was the only eaming member in his family. She has not bought a new san for
her since the last five vears. Half of her salary regularly went to support her husband's medical
treatment. Besides, his elder sisier was at marriageahle age which is another cause of major worry
fior his family. The alder she gets, people will demand more dowry. He is conscious encugh of his
responsibilities towards his family and he is under pressure to fulfil it. His future is important to

him to support his fmther, mother and siser.
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Hari is a passive onlooker, His consciousness is divided into his friends, his lady love and
of course, grades. He dreams to be like Ryan, He belonged to a niddle-class family, His tather
was a colonel in army. There is discipline in his house. He was brought up in that discipline which
creates a kind of fear in his mind. He always fumbles speaking to senior, though he knows the

answers. Al the end of the course, he feels very happy because he met his best friends at 11T.

Ryan is undoubtedly the leader of the group. He is handsome, stylish, sporty and a spoiled
brat. He is innovative in his ideas and hates the established system. He 1s of the opinion thal
students should be judged on the originality of their ideas and not on the basis of grades. The
purpose of education should be to achieve excellence in the select field. He looks at the things with

different perspoctivee

Alok is completely different kind of guy. His consciousness is only related to getting good
grades and secures a good job to help out his family. Since from his childhood, e has not enjoyed
the company of good friends. Now he has Han and Ryan and he wanted them, at the same time he
criticizes Ryan and Hari. He protests against all Ryan's ideas and later on becomes the part and
parcel] of it

The novel™s best moments are fueled by a towering speech by Chenan towards the end
Chetan Bhagat is of the opinion that we have 1o come out of traditronal education system (o meet
new contemporary challenges and offer skill-onented education. In technical education. students
should feel free to express innovative and creative ideas. Every student has the potential which
should not be judged on the scale of grades. There are plenty of examples in the world of average
students reaching the pinnacle; thus setting example to others. Bhagat also comments on the
approach of the professors. Prolessors are biased and do oot allow prolitic change in the svstem
They do not care for onginal thoughts and stick only to the text. There is no freedom of expression
for innovating ideas, The students, such as Hari, Alok and Ryan, with low grades are considered
nuls, losers. muggers and so on. But they are the true lovers of life, mnovative, freedom lover and
crealive.

Thus. the novel Five Paimts Someone bnngs {orward the story of three friends who rebelied
against the established education system and later on pccepted il Chetan Bhagat dealt with the

consciousness of the youth wowards education, family, fnendship and love,




Bhagat. in fruc sense. 15 a postmodern writer and presented postimodern issues in his Hetion.,
His primary concern is to entertain his readers and at the same time he provides them food which
makes them to think. Chetan Bhagat has established himself as a brand. He has not followed the
established literary traditions but he has crested his own style. He has provided a new direction 1o
Indian English fiction. His novels are free from the stark philosophy. He desires to change the life
of people and bring a positive change in their life, not by offering a philosophical dose, but by

mcans of pure enterfainment.
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Students participated in the Project work

The following students took part in the project work * Concern for Youth in
five point somecne by Chetan Bhagat"

Sl No. Roll No, Signature of Students

1 | PA20 - 053 Samolbya rani Gihosla.?
S. [BkBe 59 | pafecrer  poemho
3 BA-20-00 | AY Kumow] Ghan

Y. |8 -R0—13Y | Set)a )it ma) modarc

< [PA20-261 [Pothpa Pando

6 |BA-3ab-333 gcu-,m 11'& Pﬂtnag)m

I B.A2p —2MY | Bhgy e sAVex 'f::L_:{;q_M,l_y‘

8 [BA20-289 | Sameldhi Bal

9. | BB -Do 1 | Cpnddse Laenle




